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AIATSIS acknowledges the Traditional Owners of country 
throughout Australia and their continuing connection to 
land, culture and community. We pay our respects to 
Elders past and present. 

Today, in particular, I acknowledge the Ngunnawal 
speaking peoples, Traditional Owners of the land on 
which we meet, and recognise and thank them for their 
continual custodianship of this land – past and present.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples should be aware that this 
presentation may contain images or 
names of deceased persons in 
photographs or printed material.



‘As an intergenerational 
keeping place for 
Indigenous Australians the 
AIATSIS collection is 
significant across all four 
categories – historic, 
artistic/aesthetic, 
research/scientific, and 
social/spiritual – and 
remains the most 
extensive and best 
contextualised collection 
of Indigenous Australia in 
the world. It is a site of 
pilgrimage.’
Veronica Bullock – Significance International August 2014

This unique diptych is a symbolic public rendition of the Warlpiri Fire Ceremony (initiation) and is of great artistic and aesthetic merit, but it is 
also of the highest historic significance: these two canvases were the first large paintings intended to be sold on the art market and herald the 

entry of the Warlpiri into the modern world of art.  The works, known formally as “Toyota Dreamings”, were painted in 1984.



✓approx. 695,000 images
✓40,800 hours of sound
✓more than 13,500 hours of video 
✓6.8 million feet of film 
✓3,800 artworks or material culture 

objects
✓more than 4,000 rare books 
✓more than 135,000 published 

items 
✓around 13,900 manuscripts and 

record series



✓25% video hours
✓18% of film feet
✓49% photo images
✓80% sound hours
✓68% priority manuscripts 
✓3.5% of manuscript pages 
✓<0.1% of serials
✓28% rare books
✓0% microforms
✓<5% kits 
✓<1% of rare pamphlets, maps, posters
✓95% pages of the language collection



http://atsilirn.aiatsis.gov.au/protocols.php



Using the collection
Our collection mostly holds items 
that are permitted to be shared by 
communities to help educate and 
build awareness about Australia's 
Indigenous cultures. However, it 
also includes restricted knowledge 
and sacred items that are not 
available to be viewed except by 
the appropriate Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people.

Photo caption: Mulluk Mulluk boy with pelican captured on the river. Daly River region, NT, c1935. 
AIATSIS Ref. STANNER.W10.BW-N01008_05
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Access and use

Access

• Onsite research and study (reading, viewing or listening only)

• Copying for research and study (onsite or remotely)

Use

• Any form of public dissemination, including print publication, broadcast, telecast, 

web publication (including social media), conference presentations, performing a 

work, quotation, etc.

• Making an adaptation of an item, e.g. translating, arranging or transcribing, 

creative reuse

http://aiatsis.gov.au/sites/default/files/docs/about-us/aiatsis-access-and-use-policy.pdf
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“In recent years, there has been a proliferation of applications for exploration for coal 
and for minerals ... It's a real danger ... Now some of those applications have actually 
been granted.”
Archaeologist Dr Noelene Cole http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-03-31/quinkan-rock-art-percy-trezise/5255960

Australian uranium discovery threatens ancient Indigenous cave art
A significant deposit has been found in a remote Australian mountain range near some of the oldest rock 
art on the planet

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2013/mar/08/australian-uranium-discovery-art

Push on to protect Australia's rare 
rock art
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012-05-24/push-on-to-protect-australia27s-
rare-rock-art/4031154

CREAMER.H05.CS-000076077 (AIATSIS)

ASO training - [cleaning graffiti from a rock art shelter wall] Wollemi National Park, N.S.W.
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Fitzroy Crossing -
July 2017 –
assessing the 
KALACC collection 
with Neil Carter, 
Tom Lawford and 
conservation 
students from the  
Grimwade Centre, 
University of 
Melbourne



600+ hours of community 
video digitised; returned to 
community as digital copies 
for further information input; 
video shown to community in 
new cyclone proof shelter

http://aiatsis.gov.au/publications/presentations/
preservation-and-access-wadeye-audiovisual-
collection

http://aiatsis.gov.au/publications/products/climate-
change-adaptation-karajarri-country

http://aiatsis.gov.au/publications/products/climate-change-
adaptation-kowanyama-country



http://livingarchive.cdu.edu.au/



• Funding injections, including philanthropy and CSR

• Partnerships and collaborations

• Technology solutions to preservation and access

• New methods of engagement

Key opportunities



• The size and complexity of the preservation task

• Physical threat to local collections

• The scope of the technology challenge

• Lack of IT expertise and archival knowledge

• Lack of knowledge or agreement on the archiving system, standards and principles

• Skills development

• The demands of access

• The expectations of stakeholders and communities

• Broader support of Indigenous or local community archives

• Skills development

Key challenges
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A group photo taken 
during the filming of 

'The Spear in the 
Stone', Ngilipitji, 

Arnhem Land, N.T., 
1981.

Photographer Rhys 
Jones. AIATSIS Ref. 

JONES.R19.CS-
000148411



www.aiatsis.gov.au


