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AIATSIS acknowledges the Traditional Owners of country 
throughout Australia and their continuing connection to 
land, culture and community. We pay our respects to 
Elders past and present. 

Today, in particular, I acknowledge the Ngunnawal 
speaking peoples, Traditional Owners of the land on 
which we meet, and recognise and thank them for their 
continual custodianship of this land ςpast and present.
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples should be aware that this 
presentation may contain images or 
names of deceased persons in 
photographs or printed material.



Ψ!ǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
keeping place for 
Indigenous Australians the 
AIATSIS collection is 
significant across all four 
categories ςhistoric, 
artistic/aesthetic, 
research/scientific, and 
social/spiritual ςand 
remains the most 
extensive and best 
contextualised collection 
of Indigenous Australia in 
the world. It is a site of 
ǇƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜΦΩ
Veronica Bullock ςSignificance International August 2014

This unique diptych is a symbolic public rendition of the Warlpiri Fire Ceremony (initiation) and is of great artistic and aesthetic merit, but it is 
also of the highest historic significance: these two canvases were the first large paintings intended to be sold on the art market and herald the 
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